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Danis Goulet on the red carpet

at TIFF with her daughter Riel
on left and son Cassiusion rlgli.
(Photo supplied) \

JOHN DESJARLAIS

Paving a Greater Impact

“There’s that strong sense in us. We want our rela-
tionships to be good, we want them to be fruitful for
everyone. That sense of community and kinship. It’s the
basis of our treaty relations: to live harmoniously and
prosper together.”

October 2021 is our
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Veterans /
Remembrance Day
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By Rose Mansbridge-Goldie
of Eagle Feather News

Danis Goulet, a nehiyawak-Métis filmmaker
from La Ronge, unveiled her new project, Night
Raiders, in September at one of the largest movie
showcases in the world, the Toronto International
Film Festival (TIFF).

“Both of my parents, Keith and Linda Goulet,
and my kids were with me at the TIFF screening. The
film was given a gala presentation so we were in
this super fancy theatre—Roy Thompson Hall. It was
crazy to see it in such an incredible space,” Goulet
said in a recent interview.

Taika Waititi, an Oscar-winning New Zealand
screenwriter, actor and director, joined Goulet’s
project as executive producer to help the film gain
footing.

Goulet’s film has a mainly Indigenous cast.

CASSIDY CARON
1st Female MINC President

“I hope this monumental change is inspiring to oth-
ers. | can’t wait to continue creating space for more
young people, more Métis women, more gender
diverse folks. We are stronger together...”

CPMA #40027204

“They are all stars in my mind, but according
to the Hollywood star system they’re not “sellable
names,” so when Taika came on board it really
helped open doors for us,” she said.

The film stars Elle-Maija Tailfeathers (The Body
Remembers When the World Broke Open, Blood
Quantum), Brooklyn Letexier-Hart (Burden of Truth),
Alex Tarrant (Seachange, When We Go to War),
Shaun Sipos (Krypton, Dark Matter), and Emmy and
Tony Award-winning Amanda Plummer (Hunger
Games, Pulp Fiction).

Goulet hinted that the film has some La Ronge
references in it and that her hometown, along with
several other communities, will get special screen-
ings brought to them when it opens in theatres Oc-
tober 8.

“l can’t wait for everyone to see it, especially the

prairies,” she said. .
continued page 2
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Reconciliation Ally: OTC ARCHIVES
Now and Forever Allies

Documenting Chiefs’ Treaty medals is one of the research
priorities for the Office of the Treaty Commissioner. As part
of this research, Treaty Commissioner Mary Culbertson and
her staff were invited to collaborate with Elders at Kinistin
First Nation.
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La Ronge Cree-Meétis filmmaker joins big screen notables at TIFF

... continued from page 1

Her dad, Keith, was the main Cree language consultant for Night Raiders
and plays a Cree Elder in the film.

“l involve my dad in all of my projects— | don’t speak Cree as a first lan-
guage but he can think in Cree and come at everything from that perspective.”

One of Goulet’s first gigs in the film industry was working on a TV show in
Toronto where she was asked to cast a Pocahontas-type role.

“The opening scene of the pilot episode had an ‘Indian princess’ stand
silently over a waterfall and sacrifice herself by jumping over it. The casting
director called all these incredibly talented Indigenous women into the room

Danis Goulet, centre wearing an outfit designed by Sage Paul from
English River First Nation, with her friends and dad Keith and mom
Linda beside her at TIFF. (Photo supplied)

and | watched them ‘die” over and over again—silence, not even given a line.
That was their value to the whole show.”

She quit working on the TV show and went to film school to learn how
to direct. Since then, Goulet has written and directed three short films—
Wapawekka (2010), Barefoot (2012) and Wakening (2013).

“I didn’t even know if I could be a director, | just knew it had to happen—I
remember thinking, “We have to tell our own stories.”

Night Raiders is Goulet’s first feature-length film. It explores a post-war

world in which Indige-
nous children are put in
State Academies where
they’re forced to give

up their Indigenous
identities.

The film is an eerie,
futuristic ~ reimagining

of residential schools
and the “timeless qual-
ity” of Indigenous peo-
ples” survival.

“To  acknowledge
that we've always been
here and that we're still
here is so powerful, and
to go into the future is
saying, ‘we will always
be here’,” Goulet said.
resistance [fu

“The

comes from a place of "= - . .
love for our languages Danis Goulet (left) on set with actor Violet Nel-

and our communities.” SO (Photo submitted by Danis Goulet)

Despite a busy
summer, Goulet spent time at her family’s cabin on Wapawekka Lake as she’s
done since she was a kid.

“l have so many memories of being out there and my dad teaching us
how to harvest medicines from the lake and pick berries—I even shot my first
grouse there.”

Filmmaking is a way to tell these kinds of stories about culture and memo-
ry, something Indigenous peoples have been excluded from in the film indus-
try, she said. In Saskatchewan, without a tax credit for film, that silence has
been even louder.

“We're coming into a really exciting time, but it's taken years of work and
so many filmmakers missed opportunities because the industry wasn’t open
to them,” she said.

Goulet was thinking of Indigenous audiences when she made Night Raid-
ers.

“I really wanted to make it for us first and I’'m really happy if the rest of the
world likes it as well—but | can’t wait to take it home.”
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Wasacase shapes Indigenous television productions

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

Dawn Wasacase is a creative soul who looks for the beauty in everything
and finds ways of translating subtle and elusive moments of beauty to audi-
ences.

“I've always had attention for the details that resonate with people. For
whatever environment you're in, see the beauty present in that,” she said.

Wasacase’s medium for creative expressions is visual — she’s a television
and events producer, a production designer and educator. Her experience
runs vast, from producing corporate video to nationally broadcast Indige-
nous-centred content. It’s in that connection to culture where her passion lies.

“That cultural content has the most meaning — no matter your own cultur-
al grounding, when you experience cultural elements that are not your own,
it opens your heart and mind to the world, and to others,” she said.

Wasacase, from Kahkewistahaw First Nation, said she grew up poor but
the limitations fostered creativity. Her family made use of everything and her
mother recognized early on that Dawn had a gift for seeing the possibilities in
everything, she said.

After earning an Education degree at the University of Saskatchewan,
Wasacase worked as a teacher, then a curriculum writer with the Federation
of Sovereign Indigenous Nations. Her career took a new path after she got a
gig with the Indspire Awards show as a cast wrangler — someone who ensures
the on-screen talent is where they need to be and on-time. Management at
Indspire recognized her gift for leading others and made her Head Talent Co-
ordinator, where she was responsible each year for training 20 young minds
for a career in the production world.

“They knew | could provide a safe space for them to learn. It is important
for these young people to feel comfortable, ask question, understand what it’s
like to be in the production world, so they can be part of the bigger success,”
she said.

Besides motivating young creatives starting out in the industry, Wasacase
has found her own success in creative productions, including on the pro-
duction team at the Juno Awards, and crafting scenes broadcast on CBC and
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Dawn Wasacase, producer and educator, was one of the creative minds
behind the national broadcasts for the National Day for Truth and Reconcil-
iation. (Photo by Hannah Lemieux)

APTN for the 2021 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

“l always say to the youth, pay attention to opportunities around you.
Don’t dismiss people. You’ve met them for a reason, you just might not yet
understand why,” she said.

“Be open. When you allow yourself to be open, the creativity just floods
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Grow your career with Nutrien
and help us feed the future.

Nutrien

Feeding the Future*

INDIGENOUS INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

We offer students and new graduates exciting
Internships that can grow into career opportunities.
Indigenous Interns get valuable work experience,
personal and professional development and mentorship
with former interns who have become employees.

Grow your career. Grow our world.

Nutrien makes a sustainable global impact and
contributes to responsibly feeding the world's growing
population. We cultivate care across our company,
within our communities and as partners to our growers
and cuslomers.

Learn more about Indigenous Internship
opportunities on our website

Careers.nutrien.com/aboriginal

People's health and safety is always our priority and we
are using audio and video interviewing technology wherever
possible. Being fully vaccinated against COVID-19 is a
condition of employment with minimal exceptions.

Indigenous people are welcomed
and valued at Nutrien.
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Belong. there is opportunity for you here.
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One of the benefits of a career in the media is getting to meet a multi-
tude of impressive people from all walks of life. | met Brian Gallagher early
in my career. He’s impressive. His role as Indigenous Student Advisor at the
SIAST Kelsey Campus (now Polytechnic) is pivotal to the success of thou-
sands of Indigenous students. It was always nice to visit in the crammed
student lounge on campus whenever we dropped off the paper for staff and
students. A few coffees and talks about the challenges of the students and
of being a person to help ‘Indigenize’ an educational institute showed the
fine line Brian must walk in his position, but also the passion he brings to
his job. He is a fine role model for those students, his co-workers, and the
partners of Polytechnic.

His calm and quiet demeanor makes him
extremely approachable, a gift when deal-
ing with nervous and sometimes insecure
students. Brian asked me to come in and
speak to students. First on Louis Riel Day,
then at other functions and we developed a
friendship. Always nice to catch up. You can
understand why he was honoured with an
outstanding service award in 2019. Totally
deserving.

Well, one year ago, Brian’s family was
turned upside down when his daughter Me- ;
gan went missing. A parent’s worst night- 5 Sl RN
mare, yet all too common in the Indigenous
community. Now Brian, quiet and unassum-
ing, has been thrust into the spotlight as the
spokesperson for his family, for his daughter
Megan. To raise awareness, the family has led marches, bought billboards,
and chased tips they have received from the community. Exhausting and
emotional work.

But Brian has done it with class and grace. His words resonate across
the media and parents of all races feel his pain and send that love and en-
ergy and support that the family needs so badly now. But more than a hug,
the family needs to know about Megan. A walk the family hosted in Sep-
tember had the theme, “The silence is killing us.” Someone out there knows
something and that someone needs to talk. Please. Anyone who may have
information on Megan Gallagher’s whereabouts is asked to contact Saska-

Sutherland)

PUBLISHERS NOTES

Brian Gallagher and his wife Debbie at the MMIW walk
held in Saskatoon this past month. (Photo by Errol

toon Police at 306-975-8300 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

Truth and Reconciliation Day thoughts

Finally, the survivors of the Indian residential schools and those who
didn’t survive are being honoured with a statutory holiday, the National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation. Judging from media coverage, events
held around our country were solemn and respectful and focussed on the
survivors and their families.

| went to two pancake breakfasts and then hosted a virtual seminar in
the afternoon for 150 people who wanted to learn about our Canadian
history and the residential schools. At the end of the day, we watched the
TV special as we were too pooped and Covid
concerned to attend the concert in Saskatoon
for the survivors, so we handed off our tickets
and went to bed.

Just by leaving my house to attend an
event, | personally did more than Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau did on that day to honour
our survivors and those who didn’t survive.
Credit to PM Trudeau and the government
for passing the law to make the day a feder-
al statutory holiday, but Mr. Clueless could
not have been more brain dead by taking a
vacation in Tofino that day and not attending
any sort of event for the survivors that he so
preached about for the previous months. The
optics were terrible.

Prime Minister Trudeau and his fami-
ly could have taken a 20-minute drive and
spent an hour or two at a community and sat with the people and just
listened. Good for their children, the community and Trudeau’s reputation.
But they didn’t. | scratch my head. This guy was supposed to be the Indig-
enous People’s Prime Minister...that's what he always tells us anyways.
Maybe it was just words. That’s odd coming from a politician.

Speaking of politicians, the FSIN election is in full swing with all five
positions up for grabs in the October 28th vote. Make sure you check out
our website in a week or two for something on all the candidates and the
issues. In the meantime, hug your elders and your kids, wash your hands,
and get vaccinated.

o

L

a -,g‘-| i_‘.f cathernews
- Y ——

Box 924 Saskatoon, 5K 57K 3M4
306-978-8118, 1-886-323-NEWS (8397

Eagle Feather News
is published monthly by ACS Aberiginal Consulting Services

in part or in whole without the express written
permission of the publisher.

Thiis issue was printed on:

Mext issue 1o ba printed on:

No part of this publication may be reproduced either

Oct 7, 2021
Nov 4, 2021

Publications Mail Agreement No: 40027204 | OSSN £#1492-7497
Return Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to: EFN Circ., P.O. Box 924 Saskatoon SK 57K 3M4

Subscriptions;

The annual Canadian subscription rate is $25/year, $26.25 with G5T. Bulk subscriptions are also
available, call us for details. Subscription requests can be mailed or emailed to our office.
Forms are available on our website.

Disclaimer:

Eagle Feather News hereby limits its liability resulting from any misprints, errors, and/or inaccuracies
whatsoever in advertisements or editorial content to the refund of the specific advertiserment payment
and/or running of a corrected advertisement or editorial correction notice. Contributing authors agree
to indemnify and protect the publishers from claims of action regarding plagiarism.

www.eaglefeathernews.com

PUBLISHER / EDITOR: John Lagimodiere, john@eaglefeathernews.com
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Betty Ann Adam, bettyannadam@eaglefeathernews.com
SOCIAL / DIGITAL MEDIA : Errol Sutherland, errol@eaglefeathernews.com
GEMNERAL INQUIRIES: contact@eaglefeathernews.com




OCTOBER 2021

EAGLE FEATHER NEWS

5

Elder Kewistep recognized for reconciliation work

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

Gilbert Kewistep prefers to stay under the radar but in September, he was
honoured by the Office of the Treaty Commissioner for his drive and support
of Reconciliation in Saskatchewan.

An Elder, professor, social worker, Residential School and Sixties Scoop
survivor, Kewistep has spent his lifetime helping people heal from trauma,
many of which he experienced himself.

Upon receiving the Ravi Maithel Find-A-Way Award, Kewistep gave credit
to his role models.

“I was com-
pletely honoured
by it. You don't
expect these
things, you're al-
ways under the
radar. That’s how
| like to be. Just

URE A LY

there to help
people better
themselves. And

| don’t walk this
road alone,” he
said.

“My  grand-
mother is my
main motivator.

| always looked
to her. She was
the matriarch in
our family. 1 still
remember her
well. Residential
school never took
that away from
me. The love she
had for me. And
the other moti-
vator is my dad.
Those were the
role models that
made me want to

The Office of the Treaty Commissioner nominated Elder
Gilbert Kewistep for the Ravi Maithel Find-A-Way Award
for his community work. The award was presented at
the 25th annual Raj Manek Mentorship Program ban-
quet. (Photo by John Lagimodiere)

make life better for other people.”

Kewistep says he is here to help, not to receive recognition. Such a dispo-
sition is in his blood.

“l don’t even have my degrees on my wall. | look at life the way my dad
lived. He lived a simple life. He dedicated himself to helping people. If I'm
half the man he was before he left into the spirit world, then I've accom-
plished something,” he said.

A member of Yellow Quill First Nation, Kewistep grew up mainly in Hud-
son Bay.

Life didn’t take long to throw challenges at him. His mother passed when

Language Programming FOR the people...BY the people.

Achimostuwin: Monday to Friday 6 AM - 7 AM
Missinipi Achimowin with Abel Charles & Charly Durocher: Monday to Friday 11 AM - 12 PM
Dene Honi with Willie Billette: Monday to Friday 3 PM - 4 PM
Cree & Dene Connections: Cree, Michif & Dene language programming mixed in with
more traditional country music. Monday to Thursday 10 PM to Midnight.
The Cree Elder’s Program with Abel Charles & Charly Durocher. Great Gospel music and more.
Sunday 9 AM - 11 AM

51
WSSt

Abel Charles
Cree broadcaster

Willie Billette
Dene broadcaster

Charly Durocher
Cree & Michif broadcaster

he was five, but while she was alive, she fought hard to keep him in her care,
he said. He lived with his grandmother, Marie Kewistep, for a short time be-
fore being taken to residential school, where he stayed until he was 11. A
year after he returned home, he was apprehended and lived in foster care for
four years, as part of the Sixties Scoop.

Kewistep describes his childhood as unstable. When he finally returned
home, things started to come together after his father, George Blackbird, who
was a caller at Sundance ceremonies, came into his life again.

“I think culture is what saved me. I did the street life as well. If it wasn’t for
my dad and my culture and finding my way back through that, I wouldn’t be
here today. Watching him and his demeanour, how he handled himself with
people, he never refused anyone who came to see him,” Kewistep said.

“He was the one that moulded us. To this day, in the work | do at the
University, those teachings he taught me, | incorporate them into my classes.”

It is that strong desire, instilled in Kewistep from a young age, that prompt-
ed him to get into a career in social work. Kewistep earned a Bachelor of In-
dian Social Work and a Masters in Aboriginal Social Work from First Nations
University of Canada, where he now teaches.

As a survivor, Kewistep has helped people through the devastating impacts
of residential school and their intergenerational effects. He’s also worked to
help stop children being apprehended from their home communities.

“I decided | will be there for people in their darkest hour. To let them know
there’s a light ahead. And it is my hope to make a difference. I've met so many
people that have made a difference in my life, who helped me while | was
down. That's what drew me to social work.”

Kewistep’s impact on people of all ages throughout his community and
the province is immeasurable, but the influence he’s had on his own children
and grandchildren may be some indication of that larger impact. To date, he
has taught five of his children and one grandchild at the University.

He is also a cultural advisor at the Indigenous Peoples’ Health and Re-
search Centre at the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy -
University of Regina, speaks regularly at the Wicihitowin Indigenous Engage-
ment Conference and has collaborated on reconciliation projects, including
the naming of the Chief Mistawasis Bridge in Saskatoon.

Saskatoon
Community
Foundation

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
Saskatoon Community Foundation Board of Directors
Saskatoon Community Foundation is accountable to the

diverse community we serve. We seek board members to
reflect our commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion.

Apply by October 29, 2021

saskatooncommunityfoundation.ca/about/board-of-directors-application
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Desjarlais builds community prosperity
through construction industry

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

John Desjarlais’ career took a zig-zag path, he’s a mechanical engineer, who is
also a student of public policy, the general manager of a contracting firm and the
board chair of an Indigenous construction group. But no matter what direction he’s
taken, his career has been guided by a common principle: look out for others.

“I just want to live a good life,” said Desjarlais.

-

‘ a
John Desjarlais,
General Manager of
Great Plains Con-
struction and Board
Chair of Indigenous
Owned Construction
Companies Group, is
dedicated to creating
prosperity among
Indigenous communi-
ties. (Photos provided
by John Desjarlais)

“I believe there’s enough wealth and resources for
everyone. | think it’s important that we figure out how
we move forward in a way where we’re not leaving other
people behind.”

From Cumberland House in northeast Saskatchewan,
Desjarlais saw the positive impact the mining industry
had on his Métis family.

“Since | was very young, | got to see the livelihood
it provided for us as a family. Moving forward, it really
influenced me in terms of what my opportunities were.”

With strong convictions in environmentalism and
sustainability, Desjarlais’s first post-secondary pursuit was
at Northland College in La Ronge, where he earned a
Radiation and Environmental Monitoring certificate.

After a short stint in the mining industry, he returned
to school and earned a Mechanical Engineering degree
from the University of Saskatchewan — an interest his fa-
ther instilled in him. He went on to take a Masters degree
in Business Administration, certification in Maintenance
Management, and is now working on his second Master’s
Degree, in Governance and Entrepreneurship in Northern
and Indigenous Areas.

“In moving towards public policy and community development, | wanted to
see a greater impact on Indigenous and Northern people. After | went to work with
the economic development corporation at Cumberland Cree Nation, | developed a
deeper understanding and appreciation for some of the challenges around there,” he
said.

Desjarlais has been General Manager at Great Plains Contracting since 2019,

a position and industry that he says is a vehicle to create large scale economic and
social impact for Indigneous people.

“It's a field I've become passionate about. Realizing its impact, there’s a lot of
Indigenous business in this space. Being able to leave my mark in this space really
cemented the choice of how | was going to spend the next few years of my life,
absolutely committed to this,” he said.

Desjarlais has reinforced that impact through the Indigenous Owned Con-
struction Companies Group (IOCCG), a new organization that provides a voice for
Indigenous-owned construction companies, where he serves as board chair.

The group, made up of ten construction companies that are at least 51 percent
Indigenous-owned, aims to increase the socio-economic impact of construction
activities for Indigenous people and advocate for economic reconciliation.

“There’s an unhealthy competition between our Indigenous businesses, with no
sharing of information, no support for each other and no consistent messaging or a
unified voice on how we push back on procurement policy,” he said.

“At the end of the day, we're all here to see the best possible engagement with
our people, to see inclusive businesses succeed and to provide an opportunity back
to communities, to share wealth with our communities.”

He says his desire to build a strong, prosperous community is common among
Indigenous people.

“There's that strong sense in us. We want our relationships to be good, we want
them to be fruitful for everyone. That sense of community and kinship. It’s the basis
of our treaty relations: to live harmoniously and prosper together.”

October is Agriculture Month
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CANADIAN
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= PARTNERSHIP

- Apply by Jan. 31, 2022.

saskatchewan.ca/agriculture

Take time to #CelebrateAg and the hardworking, dedicated producers in our province.
Learn how you can participate in Agriculture Month by visiting farmfoodcaresk.org.

2021 Canada-Saskatchewan Drought Response Initiative

< Provides immediate relief to livestock producers through a per head payment on
~ Canadian-owned female breeding beef and dairy cattle, bison, elk, sheep or goats.

SCIC.ca | 1-844-723-1211 | skdri@scic.ca

Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program

The maximum rebate and government-producer cost-share for livestock
producers starting new projects under FRWIP has temporarily increased.
Submit for a rebate by March 31, 2022.

saskatchewan.ca/FRWIP | 1-866-457-2377 | aginfo@gov.sk.ca

Saskatchewan/,
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MN-S minister overcame
vaccine fear, distrust and

got the jab Energizing

By NC Raine

for Eagle Feather News t h e fu t u re .

Leonard Montgrand is the first to acknowledge the contradiction.

As Minister of Post-Secondary Education at the Métis Nation-Saskatchewan (MN-
S), and Executive Director at the La Loche Friendship Centre, Montgrand has spent a
great deal of the last year-and-a-half advocating for safety measures and resources to
help fight COVID-19, including encouraging his community to get vaccinated.

But until recently, Montgrand himself was unvaccinated.

“l was a hypocrite. | was telling people to get vaccinated, but | wasn't vaccinated
myself. Anytime anyone asked, | would just divert the conversation,” he said.

Montgrand, from La Loche, has struggled with an intense fear of vaccines his entire
life. He even characterized himself as an ‘anti-vaxxer” due to this fear — a fear which
led him to use any and all information he could find to validate his vaccination dread.

“l was a voracious reader. There’s a lot of misinformation out there on the Internet
and | bought into it. | lived off these conspiracy theories because that was a reason not
to get vaccinated,” he said.

“I thought it would put me in the hospital and on a ventilator.”

La Loche was hit hard by COVID-19 in 2020, being called at one point the, “most
concerning outbreak in Canada,” by experts. The severity of the outbreak only further
drove Montgrand’s fears.

The turning point came in the summer of 2021 when Ken Roth, his best friend and
colleague at the Friendship Centre, called
from his camping holiday in Calgary, com-
plaining about how sick he suddenly felt.
Roth was also unvaccinated.

The next day Roth called again, this
time from the emergency room at a Cal-
gary hospital.

“On the phone | sensed the fear in him. h h d t -

He told me, ‘Go get vaccinated. This isn't L t rO U g e U C a I O n '
a f-ing joke. I’'m going on a ventilator. Talk
to my daughter from this point forward. |
can’t breathe,”” Montgrand recalled.

That phone call was more than two
months ago and Roth, now in hospital in
Saskatoon, is still on a ventilator.

“It shook me to the core. | knew | had

Leonard Montgrand, MN-S Minister
and a champion of vaccines, was
once paralyzed with fear of being

Vagc;\';’atfd' (PCI;oto supplied by Leon- ., it, but | couldn’t sleep at night be- CO n g ratu lat IONS tO
ard Montgrand) cause | knew the next day | had to get the
shot.” h . ! . \
In Saskatoon with his wife, who already had the first shot, Montgrand knew he t IS yeal’ S reci plentS,
couldn’t put it off any longer.
“l was shaking, | was so scared. Then | saw an old lady in a wheel chair, with an
oxygen tank and she was going to get vaccinated. | thought, ‘What the hell is wrong 2 0 no rt h ern
with me? If she’s getting vaccinated, | can as well,”” he said.
For 15 minutes after the vaccine, and for the three days following, Montgrand wait- Sa S katc h ewan

ed for something terrible to happen. The only thing he had to report was a sore arm.

“So, much ado about nothing,” he said.

“The stress and pressure that was released after my first vaccination, it's like night
and day. | can sleep at night. Now I'm telling people it's an immune booster. It's going St u d € nts w h 0 are
to help you fight COVID, not kill you.” & \

Montgrand wants his story shared in hopes of convincing others to make the po- ene rg 1ZINn g th elr fu t ure
tentially life-saving decision to get vaccinated.

“If you get COVID, who is going to look after your kids, your parents, your grand-
parents, your grandchildren, your family? Do it for them,” he said.

“When | talk to people about getting vaccinated, some people say, ‘No, God will
look after me. If He wants me, He’ll take me.” | mean, what hell kind of answer is that?
[ say, ‘Okay, God gave us a vaccine to help ourselves. It's up to us to use it.””

Now, Montgrand and the MN-S are on the same page in encouraging everyone to
get vaccinated.

In September, the MN-S launched a vaccine incentive lottery, in which fully-vac- Vlew th e m a I-I- at
cinated Métis citizens can enter to win prizes, including a new Dodge Ram truck, a
www.cameconorth.com

camper trailer or one of 80 $25,000 scholarships.

“We want to get the numbers up. It's very important. We're trying anything and
everything to encourage as many people as we can to get vaccinated,” Montgrand said.

Montgrand said he knows the conversations he’s having with people, which are no
longer coming from a place of hypocrisy but a place of openness and sincerity, could
make a profound difference.

“Sit down and talk to people about the vaccine. If you're scared of it, go watch peo-
ple get vaccinated, sit there and watch. Talk to the (experts) and have an understanding

through education.

Northern
> (. Saskatchewan

of what’s actually happening,” he said. Y O 1
“The vaccine won't kill you. COVID will. COVID is the killer. The vaccine is there Q dl ]]L CO Sc h 0 la’ IS h I p S
for us, to help.”
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60’s Scoop Healing Foundation to support
Survivors with a grant program

By Rose Mansbridge-Goldie
of Eagle Feather News

The Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation has appointed Jacque-
line Marie Maurice of Saskatoon as its CEO and will soon roll out a
grant program to support 60’s Scoop survivors.

“This is a greater gift than any short-term compensation,” Mau-
rice said in a recent interview.

Maurice is a Métis 60’s Scoop survivor, who did her Ph.D in
social work on the Sixties Scoop and used her own experience as
a case study. She has written a book on the subject and published
two anthologies of essays by Sixties Scoop survivors.

She, along with other Métis and non-Status survivors, was left
out of the $750 million Sixties Scoop national class action settle-
ment agreement. About 30,000 Status First Nations and Inuit survi-
vors are being compensated about $25,000.

Despite being excluded from the individual payout, Maurice
will now have a significant influence on the administration of the
other part of the settlement agreement — the $50 million Healing
Foundation.

The Foundation operates independently from government and
will provide healing services for all survivors and their families,
including Métis and non-Status people.

It's hard to gauge what each community or individual needs to
heal, so the Foundation will let communities decide what they need
funding for—whether its programming, a gathering place or workshops,
Maurice said.

The Foundation is also about commemorating Survivors.

“Many of us are making such meaningful contributions within our com-
munities and our families and communities and we want to celebrate them
for years to come,” Maurice said.

Dr. Jacqueline Marie Maurice has been ap-
pointed CEO of the Sixties Scoop Healing
Foundation. “As a Métis 60’s Scoop Survi-
vor myself | hold this position very sacred-
ly,” Maurice says. (Photo EFN archives)

gone.

tionalhealingfoundation.com.

The grant program is expected to be
available by the end of the year.

“We're not here just for this genera-
tion of 60’s Scoop Survivors, we're here
for generations (to come),” Maurice
said.

The Foundation op-
erates independently
from government and

will provide healing

' services for all survi-

vors and their families,
including Métis and
non-Status people.

The Foundation will rely on fund-

raising after the $50 million from the
National Sixties Scoop Settlement is

“This is just a pebble in the water—we hope it'll create a ripple effect
and there will be other organizations that open up,” Maurice said.

The volunteer Board of Directors is comprised of Sixties Scoop survivors.

Information about the Foundation can be found here: https://www.na-

Business idea?

With a co-op,
you can create it.

Your way,
Together

Find out more at
www.yourwaytogether.ca

A co-operatives first




OCTOBER 2021

EAGLE FEATHER NEWS

9

Indigenous adoption focus of Wilson-Bird novel Probably Ruby

By Julia Peterson
for Eagle Feather News

Saskatchewan Métis and néhiyaw author Lisa Bird-Wilson’s second novel, Prob-
ably Ruby, is already leaving a lasting impression on readers.

“Ruby spends her whole life in this identity crisis of not really knowing or under-
standing who she is, feeling lost and trying to find her way back home,” said Bird-Wil-
son, describing her character who was adopted as an infant and goes in search of her
Indigenous identity.

For Bird-Wilson, Ruby’s story has been years in the telling.

She began working on the book around 2016, after the publication of her debut
poetry collection The Red Files.

“l was looking for a new project, and | really, really wanted to get back to writing
fiction,” she said. “So | started to think about what | would write about and what that
might look like. I really didn’t know where to go.

“I was thinking, maybe | don’t have any more fiction left in me?”

Initially, Bird-Wilson believed she would write a short story collection about be-
ing Indigenous and adopted.

“But as | was going along, | realized, ‘This is a terrible short story collection, be-
cause all of these stories sound like they’re about the same person,”” she said. “And
then | realized - okay, that’s not what I'm writing here. I'm writing a book about one
character, and that character is Ruby.”

Once Bird-Wilson, who describes her fiction as “very character-driven,” had
found Ruby, it was a matter of getting to know her and making her become real on
the page.

“Ultimately, for me, | ‘got’ Ruby when I figured out her laugh,” said Bird-Wilson.
“In the book, she has this great big laugh that she just swings around all over the place
and uses in various ways.”

The title indicates the tentative nature of Ruby’s understanding of herself, Bird-Wil-
son said.

“So she’s ‘probably’ Ruby, but she even goes through this part in the book where
she finds out what her name was when she was born and it wasn’t Ruby.

“And that’s the Indigenous adoptee experience, right? To go through this unknow-
ing and insecurity about, ‘Who am 1? Where do | belong? Something as basic as your
name can throw you for a loop.”

Probably Ruby was released on August 24th - coincidentally, Ruby’s birthday in

HIRE AN EDWARDS
CO-OP STUDENT

A
-

Building nations through co-operative education

Each year around 130 Edwards co-op students get hands
on experience building nations and creating meaningful

relationships with the community. Post your opportunity
today to hire an Edwards co-op student.

In partnership with Federated Co-operatives Limited,

we are able to provide funding support for Indigenous
businesses hiring Edwards co-op students and businesses
hiring Edwards Indigenous students. Federal funding of
up to $15,000 is also available through the Student Work
Placement Program (SWPP).

Learn more at edwardscoop.ca

EDWARDS

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
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the novel. Since then, Bird-Wilson has been “appreciating and enjoying” the positive
reception.

Fellow author Warren Cariou
described the book as “brilliant,”
and had high praise for Bird-Wil-
son’s handing of difficult topics.

“Lisa is an extraordinary styl-
ist, and this novel explores Indig-
enous women’s lives in a way that
is empowering and that doesn't
follow the usual tropes of trau-
ma and victimization,” he said.
“I think of her as a Michif Alice
Munro.”

Bird-Wilson has also enjoyed
hearing from readers about how
they feel connected to Ruby even
after they have turned the last
page.

“I get to hear them talk about
her as a character and say that
she’s stuck with them,” Bird-Wil-
son said. “And | usually say, ‘Well,
she’s stuck with me too.” I still sort
of have Ruby in my head and have
her on a trajectory that I'm think-
ing about.”

Though Bird-Wilson has been
enjoying the acclaim, she has not
been resting on her laurels. Since
Probably Ruby was released, she
has signed a book deal for a mem-
oir and been working on a series of essays.

“These essays are talking about my origin story, talking about my background,
finding my family and trying to connect with my relatives and my community and my
ancestors,” she said.

B1RD AWILS ON

Probably Ruby is Lisa Bird-Wilson’s second
novel. Its success has seen her sign on to
write her memoirs and a series of essays.
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Indigenous Sports Academy offers intensive hockey
training, culture & school

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

Fifteen-year-old hockey player Alex Crowe-Nippi had been hoping to find
an opportunity to accelerate his athletics career. He found Saskatoon’s new
Indigenous Sports Academy, which does exactly that, while also pushing per-
sonal and academic development.

“It's been really good. Most of us come from different places all over, so it’s

Front Row (L-R): Hunter Nepinak, Trae Kincade, Keegan Dansereau, Jake Yakubowski, Amos Kejick, Deegan Wapass, Kaid-
en Healy Middle Row (L-R): Conor Palendat (ass’t coach), Ken Thomas, Kevin Roberts, Greg Slobodzian (coach), Jace Harry,
Caige Starr, Coen Bear, Alex Crowe-Nippi, Back Row (L-R): Shaemus McLeod (ass’t coach), Nathan Boyd (athletic therapist),
Andrew Watson (equipment manager/trainer), Sage Roberts, Jaden Sasakamoose, Deylan Watson, Konnor Watson, Kian
Littlechild, CJ Morin, Alexx Morin, Courage Bear, Elder Frank Badger, Elder Barb Badger. (Photo by Ted Whitecalf)

been good meeting people and learning where they are from,” said Crowe-Nip-
pi, who comes from Rose Valley, Saskatchewan.

“It's been demanding. (Trying to balance) homework and hockey. But yeah,
[ think it’s brought the best out in us,” he said.

The new Indigenous Sports Academy (ISA) is
modelled after similar programs across Canada that
provide student athletes with high level coaching,
elite training and academics that adjust to their train-
ing schedules.

“We want, most of all, to make sure they are
growing as young men,” said founding director
Courage Bear of Ochapowace First Nation.

“Sports gives a lot and it's important to provide
opportunities for these young people to develop as
athletes, but we want to make sure they all go away
from this being better people.”

In its inaugural year, the Saskatoon-based ISA
Eagles program is comprised of 19 student athletes,
aged 15 to 17, from Saskatchewan, Ontario, Alberta
and Manitoba. Out of town members are billeted.

The team is not in a league, but Bear hopes they
will enter the Canadian Sport School Hockey League
in the future. Until then, they plan to participate in
AA tournaments, exhibition games and showcase
tournaments.

The academy is funded through registration fees,
fundraising projects and sponsorships from four Sas-
katchewan First Nations: Kahkewistahaw, Lac La
Ronge, Ochapowace, and Flying Dust.

Culture is a key component of the program, Bear
said.

“Culture is so important. We've already brought
Elders out to talk with the team, so we're just trying
to create a sense of comfort, self-esteem, and confi-

dence in them. You see some of the kids are shy at first but start to come out of
their shell,” said Bear.

Crowe-Nippi says he is being exposed to more Indigenous cultures since
joining the academy.

“A lot of it is new. Some of the words my teammates say, the languages they
can speak, it’s different. Some of them talk about their culture a lot,” he said.

The boys attend City Park Collegiate in Saskatoon, which has a flex pro-
gram that accommodates
their heavy training commit-
ments, Bear said.

They attend classes in
the morning, then leave for
practice and training over
the noon hour to the ear-
ly afternoon. They are then
bussed from the training
facility to school for the re-
mainder of the afternoon.
Families back home get
weekly email updates on
their kids” studies and train-
ing progress.

Bear said he'd like to ex-
pand the program to include
a girls’ team in the future
and possibly other sports as
well.

“It's about a process of
maturing, developing that
core sense of self. The pro-
gram isn’t just about athlet-
ics,” Bear said.

“There’s a lot of kids
out there that just need a
chance, an opportunity.
There’s a lot of talent in our
communities. With this program, they can get a sense of family, a sense of
comfort because it’s all Indigenous kids. | was raised with mentors, so | think
it's important to do whatever you can to give back.”

Second Vice Chief

" A, E Dutch Lerat




OCTOBER 2021

EAGLE FEATHER NEWS

11

Meétis artists “make the revolution irresistible”

By Rose Mansbridge-Goldie
of Eagle Feather News

Holly Aubichon and Mackenzy Vida are decorating Treaty 4 Territory in ways that
honour their Indigenous identities.

Aubichon, a Métis artist, recently started a new job as Administrative Director for
the Regina artist collective, Sdkéwéwak, and then received the BMO 1st ART! Award
for her oil painting “Modern Medicine.”

Earlier this year, when Aubichon was finishing a fine arts degree, she fell in love
with the ancient Indigenous tattooing practice of skin stitching and is currently ap-
prenticing to practitioner, Stacey Fayant.

“The apprenticeship is a passing down of a practice, so it is a long process.
There’s more socialization involved in learning to skin stitch,” compared to modern
day, commercial tattooing, Aubichon
said.

Tattooing brings pain that is
emotionally healing, comparable to
the physical healing that comes from
sometimes painful treatments like
acupuncture, Aubichon said.

Skin stitching is an intimate pro-
cess.

“You pull the needle through the
skin with a little tiny string attached
and then you tap the ink in. When
you pull and you wipe and there’s
a dash, it feels really empowering.
There’s a lot of beauty to it.”

Aubichon intends to keep the
traditional practice alive as a way to
give back to Indigenous people.

Aubichon looks forward to giv-
ing skin stitch tattoos and teaching whoever wants to learn.

“If we are going to revive the tradition, every Indigenous body who wants to learn
should be able to,” Aubichon said.

Across town, her fellow fine arts graduate, Mackenzy Vida, an Algonquin-Métis
artist, stands back from her parent’s garage door, spray paint in hand and examines a

Holly Aubichon, a Métis artist on
Treaty 4 Territory, is the new Ad-
ministrative Director for Regina
arts collective Sakéwéwak. (Pho-
to by Rose Mansbridge-Goldie)

blue-green bear flanked by differ-
ent flowers.

“The bear represents bravery
and courage, mentioned in the
Seven Grandfather Teachings,
and my mom just likes (bears),”
Vida said.

“The provincial flowers are
for all the places my parents have
lived: trilliums for Ontario, wild
roses for Alberta, and prairie lilies
for Saskatchewan,” she said, not-
ing that she descends from Algon-
quin First Nations in Maniwaki,
Quebec

Growing up, Vida’s dad’s
family was quiet about their Indigenous heritage.

“My mom'’s side is Ukrainian and we used to do things like make pysanka, tradi-
tional Ukrainian Easter eggs. I've always known there was more to our family but it
wasn’t until recently | had the courage to incorporate my dad’s Algonquin heritage in
my art,” Vida said.

Her dad’s family has opened up over time and Vida is learning about her culture
so she can accurately honour it in her work.

“l was recently given a book in French, written by a relative of mine, that has
images of art and traditional designs from the Indigenous populations in Québec.”

Art helps Vida learn about and share her Algonquin heritage while also prompt-
ing important conversations about Indigenous resurgence.

“The role of the artist is to make the revolution irresistible and I intend on doing
exactly that.”

Art gives Vida peace in a world that sometimes feels unwelcoming and uncertain.

“I've always struggled with my mental health and art therapy was a huge part of
my journey—creativity comes in waves but | never stop drawing,” she said.

Vida is preparing to paint a mural in a Balfour Collegiate classroom to give the
Indigenous students pride.

“The impact my work can have and the potential to bring life to a space encour-
ages me to keep going.”

The mural is a tribute to Vida’s fam-
ily heritage. (Photo by Rose Mans-
bridge-Goldie)

It’s Flu Season.

Protect yourself and your loved ones.

The flu vaccine is a safe, effective way to help people stay healthy
and save lives. You can now book your flu and COVID-19 shot
online or by calling 1-833-SASKVAX (1-833-787-5829).

Visit 4flu.ca for more information

or to book your appointment.

Saskatchewan

Health Authority Saskatchewan /.
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Indig

SK Arts’ Permanent
Collection is seeking work
by Indigenous artists in
Saskatchewan.

We're looking for objects such
as moccasins, mittens and
gloves, hats and other
non-ceremonial clothing items,
bags and carrying cases,
lanyards, dolls, medallions,
earrings, necklaces and other
jewellery, sashes, weaving,
blankets, cushions, rugs and
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$50 to $700.

Rose Morin, Beaded Rose,
2007, fabric, beads

Deadline: October 18

More information:
www.sk-arts.ca/indigenous-art
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One Arrow teen artist-
entrepreneurs vie for big
cash prize

By Julia Peterson
for Eagle Feather News

A group of young entrepreneurs from One Arrow First Nation has made it to
the final round of a competition with a potential $25,000 grand prize.

Pow Wow Pitch, a grassroots community of Indigenous entrepreneurs from
across Turtle Island, which runs a yearly pitch competition for Indigenous artists
and innovators, saw more than 1,600 entrants this year.

Members of the business club at One Arrow’s Almightyvoice Education
Centre have already wowed the judges with their pitch for 3R Innovative Im-
aging (the 3R stands for recycle, reinvent, reuse). In this sustainable business,
students turn cabinet doors, discarded wood and other materials destined for
the landfill into one-of-a-kind pieces of art.

10th grader sisters Ruby Mae Daniels and Lee Edna Daniels co-founded the
business, which they run with other members of their school’s business club.
The 15 students are in charge of every aspect of the business from making the
products at school to organizing retail contracts throughout the province. To-

gether, they have already sold thousands of pieces, like rearview mirror hang- |

ings and wall art, at trade shows and in gift stores.
Now, Daniels has taken the lead in sharing her and her fellow students’
work to an international Indigenous audience.

—— Wi~
Pow Wow Pitch 2021

Ruby Mae Daniels (centre) and her sister Lee Edna Daniels (right) pitch the
judges on their school’s art business during the semifinals of the Pow Wow
Pitch competition.

“We're still in a little bit of a state of shock,” she said, reflecting on how far
the business has advanced in the competition. “I am getting a lot of congratula-
tions and I’'m-proud-of-yous right now, so I'm soaking in all the compliments.”

Joe Taylor, the youth entrepreneur program coordinator at One Arrow, says
making it this far in the pitch competition has been a “very humbling” expe-
rience. But while he is proud of how well the students have done, he is not
surprised.

“The kids here have done some very special things and some great things
are coming their way,” he said. “The kids are absolutely innovative and cre-
ative. It's amazing what these young kids can do. It just simply astounds.”

Should they win, Ruby says the money will let her and her young col-
leagues build a website, launch a social media presence and fund start-up
kits with art supplies and instructions to help other Indigenous youth get “the
chance to succeed, like we have.”

Regardless of how the competition goes from here, it has already been an
invaluable experience for the young entrepreneurs.

“We've already won, to be quite honest,” said Taylor. “Just getting to meet
and work with some of the mentors has been an incredible opportunity for the
kids. They’re so supportive and engaging.”

Mentors from companies like RBC, Shopify and Square helped the students
refine their pitches before the grand finale.

3R Innovative Imaging, along with the rest of the finalists, will make their
final pitch to the judges on October 12. The finale will be broadcast online at
https://www.powwowpitch.org/, and the winners will be announced on Octo-
ber 20.

OCTOBER 2021
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Integrity, democracy priorities for first female MNC President Caron

By NC Raine She was raised in BC by her mother, Anna Caron, but stays connected to
for Eagle Feather News her family in Prince Albert and Batoche during annual summer visits.

S . _ ' Restoring integrity to the Métis National Council is Caron’s priority. The
For the first time in its history, with the election of Cassidy Caron, the Mé-  national council has not held a general assembly or a board of governors

tis National Council (MNC) will be led by a woman. meeting since 2018. Caron said she wants to ensure all voices are represented
Caron is also the first new president to be elected in 18 years, since former 4t the national level.

president Clément Chartier was elected in 2003. He did not run in the recent “My big one, once we are able to have that democracy, and restore that

election. integrity at the Métis National Council, is really re-centering our relation-
Caron, of Trail British Columbia, pre- ships,” she said.

viously served as youth minister with the
Métis Nation of BC. She decided to run for
president of the national council after seeing
the provincial Métis Nation organizations
strengthening relationships in recent years.

“When | saw how much they’ve accom-
plished in the last few years, really working
together, really communicating and sup-
porting one another, that’s when | knew the
timing was right for my role as that facilita-
tor, that convener, that relationship builder,”
Caron told Eagle Feather News.

Caron has roots in the historic Saskatch-
ewan Métis communities of Batoche and St.
Louis. Her grandmother, Marie Odile Bouch-

“I really want to work together, moving
forward with the Board of Governors, and
making sure that the Métis National Council
is a space for our Métis governments to ad-
vance their aspirations at the national level.”

“Across all our provinces, spending time
within our communities, getting to know
one another. It's so important that we take
time together, share stories in a space where
we’re not always making decisions. That re-
lationship piece is very important to me.”

In her desire to bring unity, Caron said
she has felt a sense of “renewed inspiration”
from the many members she’s spoken with,
particularly youth and Elders.

With her victory at the Métis National Council elections,

€r, was from.one of th.e first five Metis fami- Cassidy Caron becomes the first female President to lead the She has heard repeatedly, from the In-
lies to settle in St. Louis and her grandfather, - organjzation. (Photo supplied by MNC) digenous women leaders before her, that it
Jean-Baptist Caron, was born at Batoche, is “time for our matriarchs to rise.”
where his father, Jean Caron Sr., bought a “l hope this monumental change is inspiring to others. | can’t wait to
house during the Battle of Batoche, which now stands as a feature at the na-  gntinue creating space for more young people, more Métis women, more
tional historic site. gender diverse folks. We are stronger together. We need all the people at the
“He was a Métis patriot, a Métis nationalist, and that has run through my  table, having their voices heard, in order to make sure we do this right and the
family lineage ever since,” Caron said. Métis Nation moves forward in a good way.”
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nikihk Cleaning Products to open store, art workshop in Saskatoon

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

The creation and success of First Nations-owned nikihk Cleaning Prod-
ucts has been a silver lining in the grey cloud of the pandemic. The compa-

ny, owned by Battleford Agency Tribal
Chiefs (BATC), will open its own store
at Midtown Plaza in downtown Saska-
toon in mid-October.

Nikihk has grown like wildflowers
since beginning in March 2020. It has
already sold about 80,000 cleaning
kits, and their products can be found
in about 25 retail stores in most Sas-
katchewan cities.

“This location is perfect. This will
be a place that hopefully will act as
a learning place, where we can pro-
mote our languages, customs, our arts
and our gifts,” said Neil Sasakamoose,
BATC Executive Director and Presi-
dent of nikihk.

The Midtown location will be
more than a retail space: it will also
house a workshop for local Indigenous
artisans and craftspeople to work on
and showcase their products. Because
nikihk has provided the opportunity
for Indigenous people to create prod-

ucts grounded in local traditions and customs, they want to make space for
others to do the same, Sasakamoose said.

can interpret culture and traditions into art. This is what this place will repre-
sent. This will be a place where local artists can come and create,” he said.

Vice Chief David Pratt of the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations

Members of the BATC, FSIN, and representatives from the Midtown Pla-

(FSIN) applauds the business, which he says is good for everyone.
“Things like this are so important for our Tribal Councils and for our 74

First Nations. We start to see our people
get involved in the economy. That's so
good because it just doesn’t benefit In-
digenous people, it benefits non-Indige-
nous people as well. So we're really hap-
py and pleased to see entities like this get
developed and business opportunities
get created for our people. We know this
is just the tip of the iceberg,” he said.
Nikihk’s success was born out of a
necessity to supply First Nations with
cleaning and sanitation products at the
beginning of the pandemic, when sup-
plies were short. After meeting with
Saskatoon-based  cleaning company
EnvironWay, BATC sought Elders and
Knowledge Keepers to collaborate on a
product that incorporates local plants.
Women are at the forefront of the
company, from the beginning and going

za celebrate the announcement of the nikihk storefront with a key to the forward, Sasakamoose said.

mall. (Photo supplied)

“l can’t say enough about our strong
women leaders,” he said.

“They have been essential. It's our Elders, women and ladies, who named

“We will bring people who are great with their artistic vision. People who  get in trouble.”
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New Heights, New Opportunities...

It is with great honour and respect that | put my name forward for
FSIN Chief at this fall's election, October 28, 2021.

We must work towards making the FSIN relevant again. We can
accomplish so much together.

It's time for a change.

| want to hear from you. Please contact me at info@bobmerasty.com
to share your thoughts and priorities as your next FSIN Chief.
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Www.bobmerasty.com #BobMerasty4FSI_NChief_ #Ch‘_ang'eTheBob
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Métis neurologist advises undecided to ‘explore

By Betty Ann Adam
of Eagle Feather News

Saskatchewan'’s first Indigenous neurologist, Dr. Landon Perlett, followed a wind-
ing education path to his career.

Born east of Regina at Indian Head, Perlett grew up in rural Saskatchewan.

His father, Arthur Perlett, is a farmer and carpenter who home schooled Perlett
and his two siblings. Their mother, Marilyn Poitras, is a lawyer, whose education and
career also took the family to Boston, Igaluit, Victoria and points in between.

Wherever they lived, the family always kept a home in Saskatchewan and joined
Poitras’ extended Cree and Métis family at her father’s home in the Qu’Applle area.

Perlett finished high school in Lumsden and headed to the University of Regina,
where his original plan was to become a teacher and a writer. But the class that most
intrigued him was archeology. So after the first year, he transferred to the University
of Saskatchewan, which had an archeology program, and completed a Bachelor of
Science degree.

“l was always interested in the science of it, especially looking at cadaveric re-
mains, human remains,” he said.

In his last year of the program, a professor suggested Perlett take a class in gross
human anatomy, which allowed him to examine bodies that had been donated to
science. It opened a whole new area of investigation for him.

“There was so much more to look at than just bones, which I'd been focusing
on,” he said.

Perlett’s new fascination with the human body led him, for the first time, to con-
sidered studying medicine.

“Most people that wanted to take medicine had had that in their head since high
school, but I never had really thought about it.”

The prospect of moving from the study of the long dead to the living was “daunt-
ing but exciting,” so with the encouragement of professors, he spent a year taking the
required physics and biochemistry classes, and applied to medical school.

“l was excited to work with living people with present problems, but | knew it
was going to be a huge change from the career path | had selected, where there’s
more urgency, where people’s health and lives can be at risk sometimes.”

In his second year he worked with neurologists and became enthralled by the
brain and human behaviour.

“There was so much exotic mystery about how does the brain work that we're still
learning about today.”

“I really just like the puzzle of people’s problems when they come to you and
they’re having various symptoms and how is this all tied together.”

After graduating with a medical degree in 2015, Perlett was accepted into the
five-year neurology residency program in Saskatoon.

This January, he passed the neurology board exams and was told he was the first
Indigenous person to do so at the University of Saskatchewan.

Like many Métis people, Perlett’s fair skin and hair reflect his mixed ancestry, but
his Indigenous roots aren’t buried deep in the past. He was close to his grandfather
George Poitras, who took him hunting on the land, told him stories and taught him
to make bannock.

At Thanksgiving and Christmas,
making rubaboo or bullet soup.”

“Growing up in that background with mixed ancestry, mixed culture | thought

“my aunts and uncles would be cooking together
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Dr. Landon Perlett’s learning journey has taken him to a fellowship in de-
mentia at the Foothills Medical Centre in Calgary. (Photo submitted)

was a pretty amazing experience to hear different languages growing up and hear
different cultural beliefs, myths and stories from the Métis, French and Cree sides of
my family.

“| felt that was a pretty special way to grow up...to feel a part of so many different
cultures even though my looks don't fit what most people would think of if you said
I’'m a Métis person.”

Perlett has had to defend Indigenous people when he was among non-Indigenous
people.

“Racism is sort of everywhere... | definitely had to chime in and correct people
for mistaken beliefs or ideas or straight up racist remarks,” he said.

As a doctor in the health care system, he has advocated for greater understand-
ing about different cultures, such as when a huge extended family arrives to be with
a gravely ill loved one and to support each other, despite hospital limits on visitors.

“We shouldn’t just blanket-statement make rules, because different cultures have
different expectations around health and caring for their loved ones,” he said.

“For people who are undecided | would say just go and try to find classes that are
fun for you. Find teachers you can bond with and learn from. Find other students that
have similar interests to you and this process sort of evolves and changes, you’ll find
your path just as long as you're making learning fun to do every day.”

Perlett is currently in Calgary doing a two-year fellowship in dementia.
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SIGA provides online gaming platform, planning to expand worldwide

By Rose Mansbridge-Goldie “We would like to generate billions of dollars for our 74 First Nations,”
of Eagle Feather News Cameron said.
Anyone with a “Players Club Card” from any of SIGA’s casinos will be

The Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority (SIGA) has struck a deal to  3pje g use that to get into the site where there will be online versions of the

deliver online gfaming and sports bet.ting to the p.rovince. games, plus online sports betting.

The Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN) and the Govern- SIGA and the provincial government have a long history of partnership
ment of Saskatchewan have signed an amendment to the gaming framework dating back to 1994
agreement, deciding on a 50/50 rev-
enue split for the upcoming website.

“This is a historical agreement,
the first of it’s kind not only in Sas-
katchewan but in Canada,” FSIN
Chief Bobby Cameron said.

The added revenue from online
gaming and sports betting will in-
crease SIGA’s ability as a non-profit
to support good quality of life on the

“SIGA has earned their reputation
as a gaming organization and we're
excited to move forward with them
on this new venture,” Saskatchewan
Liquor and Gaming Authority (SLGA)
Minister Jim Reiter said.

Revenues of online

74 First Nations in Saskatchewan,
SIGA Chair Chief Reginald Bellerose
said.

He hopes the site will bring in an
extra $20-$25 million on top of their

gaming would not be
affected by a lock-
down which ensures
a consistent stream of

existing revenue from their seven ex-
isting casinos and said employment
for the website will be tech-savvy ca-

money being put back

reers. SIGA Chair Chief Reginald Bellerose says he hopes the online platform Into communities.
The site will focus on Saskatch- will generate $20-$25 million on top of existing revenue. Left to right: FSIN . .
ewan for now but there is room to Chief Bobby Cameron, SLGA Minister Jim Reiter, SIGA Chair Chief Reginald The site will be regulated by Sask-
expand. Bellerose. Back: SaskGaming Minister Don Morgan (Photo by Rose Mans- Gaming to ensure safe, secure play.
“We want to take this worldwide. Pridge-Goldie) “This is what true partnership
That's our next vision,” Cameron looks like—you put your differences
said. aside and work together for the good of the people,” Cameron said.
Revenues of online gaming would not be affected by a lockdown which A website developer will be chosen in the coming months and the site is
ensures a consistent stream of money being put back into communities. expected to launch next year.

| am Cree from Thunderchild First Nation, located in Treaty 6 Territory. | I L
have been a volunteer and community leader for many years and have E I_ ECT L":,N
served as an elected leader for my Nation. | am a proud father of four and Third Vice Chief
have always been passionate about creating better opportunities for our j
people with a focus on our youth.

| believe a whaolistic approach to the wellbeing of our children will help
to create a better future for generations lo come. | have confidence that a
strong focus on education in early years, combined with our cultural
and traditional teachings, will create a foundation for generational
healing. | am committed to following the mandates of the leadership and
honouring the Spirit and

Intent of Treaties.
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Protecting our Values, Building our Future

My leadership experience, values, and determination will make
me a dependable leader, fit to protect and assert our Treaty Righis.
It would be my honour to serve the 74 First Nations as your Thirl

Vice Chiel of the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations,
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By Sheldon Krasowski
for Eagle Feather News

Documenting Chiefs’ Treaty medals is one of the research priorities for the Office
of the Treaty Commissioner. As part of this research, Treaty Commissioner Mary Cul-
bertson and her staff were invited to collaborate with Elders at Kinistin First Nation.

The main focus of the meeting was to confirm that
Chief Kinistin did not receive his Treaty medal when
he agreed to Treaty Four, but the Elders also highlight-
ed the early friendship between Chief Kinistin and a
fur trader and settler named Reginald Beatty. Accord-
ing to Kinistin First Nation Elder Louise Smokeyday,
Reginald Beatty assisted with Chief Kinistin’s claim for
Indigenous title and lands under Treaty Four. In return,
Chief Kinistin invited Beatty to ceremonies where he
learned Cree and Saulteaux traditions and eventual-
ly became a fluent Cree speaker. Chief Kinistin and
Beatty were lifelong friends and allies at a time when
increased colonial pressures tended to make early set-
tlers wary of Indigenous peoples.

In many ways, Chief Kinistin and Reginald Beatty
were unlikely allies. When Beatty settled near Kinis-
tin’s camp in 1884 the Chief accused him of encroach-
ing on his territory and warned him to leave. Although
associated with Chief Yellowquill who agreed to Treaty
Four, Chief Kinistin refused to settle down and left Chief Yellowquill with 14 followers,
eight of whom were Kinistin’s sons. Chief Kinistin was described as over 6 feet tall
with handsome aqualine features and a chest marked by scars from arrows and bul-
lets. Kinistin was a successful trader and was wealthy with horses, furs and all kinds
of supplies. After the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) sold Rupertsland to Canada in
1869, Chief Kinistin severed trade for selling “the Indians birthright” which they had
no right to. Instead Kinistin dealt with the free traders, especially Zavier Batoche, who
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OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, October 16, 2021

Whether you tune in virtually for
the full day or just pop in with
a couple of questions, our Fall

Melfort Museum)

Open House event will provide
all the information you need to
explore programs for your future!

Register today at

University
urconnected.uregina.ca

oRegina

_ Reconciliation Ally: _
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Reginald Beatty was a great ally to Chief Kinistin and
his people. He is seen here with his wife Mary. (Photo

became wealthy from trading with the Chief.

Reginald Beatty was from Lakefield Ontario and travelled west in 1874. He
worked for many years with the HBC and was eventually a free trader, settling near
Chief Kinistin’s camp in 1884. Beatty lived at the site for many years and is known
as the founder of Melfort, Saskatchewan which was built not far from Beatty’s home-
stead. A few months before Chief Kinistin died, he called for Beatty and asked that
Canada recognize title to his ancestral territory.

According to Beatty’s account of the meeting he
replied, “that a promise of this kind was not in my
power, but | would try my best to get the lands re-
served for them.” Chief Kinistin responded, “keep your
word in this and long shall be your life and prosperous
your days in the future. Break your word to me and
evil spirits shall haunt your existence and make your
life miserable.”

After the Chief’s death, Beatty began lobbying the
Department of Indian Affairs to have Kinistin’s territory
set aside as a Reserve. By 1898 he had written numer-
ous letters extoling the virtues of Kinistin’s community,
including their cattle holdings and successful farming
exploits. Basically, Beatty told them what they wanted
to hear. And it worked.

By 1899 Indian Affairs Commissioner David Laird
agreed to set aside the reserve and provide some assis-
tance with farming. Establishing Kinistin First Nation
was not without its challenges. The Department of the Interior sold timber licenses
on reserved land to settlers; Treaty hunting rights were infringed upon; drought and
hail devastated crops ... But every challenge was documented by a letter or petition
written by Beatty to support Kinistin First Nation. Beatty reminisced about his early
days in newspaper accounts published in the 1920s, and by all accounts he lived a
long and prosperous life. Reginald Beatty died at the age of 74 and is buried at the
Melfort cemetery.

nehiyawak Family Language Experience

This is a one-of-a-kind experience that focuses on
Cree language skills and vocabulary.

* increase your family's ability to speak and understand Cree
) * |earn about the Cree worldview
Wh? Join? * build a Cree vocabulary
strengthen partnerships with Indigenous and non-
Indigenous groups

Availability for 15 families!
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The Saskatoon Indian Métis Friendship Centre
and its long history

Fifty years ago, the first Indian and Métis Friendship Centre in Saska-
toon was above a vacuum cleaner store on 20th Street. There were dances
most often featuring performances by the Knight brothers. Their repertoire
included endless renditions of “Cinnamon
Girl” by Neil Young.

At that time there were far fewer Indig-
enous people in the city and not so many
places Indigenous people could meet and
socialize. The centre was the Indigenous
version of the welcome wagon.

Over the years the Indigenous migration
from First Nations and Métis communities
into the city took off like a moon rocket. The
west side became increasingly Indigenous
with a growing youth population, while the
east side remains largely non-Indigenous
with an aging population.

Crime, like in other prairie cities, has in-
creased. There are now increasingly dangerous drugs, suicide, violence,
addictions, homelessness and family break up. Youth gangs are dangerous,
lost to their people and themselves. For many, it is the dark world, distant
from a functional past.

No people self destruct. There is always a reason why things are the
way they are. The way forward is sometimes the way back. The revitalized
cultural spiritual healing path of the ancestors has helped many. Culture is
therapy, or so the slogan goes. Easy to say but harder to do.

The Friendship Center introduced innovative, culturally-based pro-
grams in a way rigid head-based mainstream could not. It began with cli-
ent-driven smudging, sharing circles, Elder talks and sweat lodges. There

were originally two sweat lodges serving the city. One was Lakota, run by
the Woods family, and the other Cree and Saulteaux, kept by the Saskatch-
ewan Indian Cultural College, which is now known as the Saskatchewan
Indigenous Cultural Centre. There are cur-
rently 14 lodges at last count. The Saska-
toon Friendship Centre offers weekly rides
to the well-attended Linklater family lodge
outside the city. First Nation counseling has
a traditional foundation with mainstream
appropriation. Mainstream is most often the
opposite with culture relegated to a mere
add-on.

The centre at one time took the lead
providing healing programs until other In-
digenous-controlled community service or-
ganizations came on stream. In many ways
it was the Friendship Centres and the treat-
ment centres which primed the pump for
the many Indigenous controlled healing initiatives which followed.

The old center was eventually replaced by a larger building on Wall
Street, which now needs replacing. The current moldering building is
cramped, worn and well past its prime. There are options. Not so many
years ago the Saskatchewan Transit Company shut down province wide.
The empty Saskatoon terminal is a block away and has had a For Lease
sign posted for some time. It would make for an excellent greatly improved
center. Should the center move to this location | can see the ribbon-cutting
ceremony, followed by a tribute to the past with the Knight brothers, now
grown old, singing a rousing rendition of Cinnamon Girl as they first did in
the original center 50 years ago, but this is just me.

Breaking
Trail

John Cuthand

Building a Strong Saskatchewan

Since 2007, the Government
of Saskatchewan has
provided more than $3.4
billion to communities
through the Municipal
Revenue Sharing program.

This unconditional funding
helps build strong, healthy
and vibrant communities
across the province.

saskatchewan.ca

Saskatchewan Z




EAGLE FEATHER NEWS OCTOBER 2021

NOVEMBER 5 & 6, 2021

S Métis Nation
m '.QSaskatchewan

Provincial Métis Youth Council
(PMYC) Presidential Election

To run for office or vote, you must have
a valid MN-S citizenship card and be
between the ages of 16 and 29.

Safe, online voting is November 5 and 6, 2021.
All election information is at mnselection.ca

It's up to YOUTH!




